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A GODSEND FOR 
THE DISCERNING 
PARENT. 
The Good Schools Guide
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Portland Place School is a leading independent co-educational day school for 
children aged 9-18, located directly in the heart of the City of Westminster. 
It was founded with a particular purpose in mind: to be an alternative to the 
intense, large, examination focused independent day schools of which there 
are many in London. 

The school ethos is to be small, nurturing and be relaxed, encouraging and 
enabling our pupils to achieve their very best academically, with space to 
develop and express their creativity and athleticism. 

Staff and pupils at this leading school recently celebrated not only a high 
record of five plus A*-C grades at GCSE Level, with 85% of pupils achieving 
this, but also being placed in the top 10% of schools nationally for progress 
based on Value Added Scores for A Levels – the difference between what a 
pupil does achieve, in comparison to what they were expected to achieve. 

The Good Schools Guide describes us as ‘small, nurturing and refreshingly 
relaxed. A haven of creativity in the pushy, academically competitive world of 
London day schools. A place for engaged, lively kids.’ 

ABOUT 
PORTLAND 
PLACE SCHOOL



4



5

Welcome to Portland Place, a school that The Good Schools Guide describes 
as ‘a godsend for the discerning parent.’ We hope that will be your 
conclusion too.

Here at Portland Place we believe that exceptional teaching, combined 
with a modern curriculum inside and outside the classroom, provides the 
best stimulus for children to become inquisitive, open-minded and creative 
learners and achieve beyond exams. We believe that all parents wish for is the 
knowledge that the grades their child achieves are the very best their child is 
capable of, be that an A* or a C, a 9 or a 5. This is reflected in our impressive 
results where for the second year running Portland Place is in the top 10% of 
all schools nationally for progress at A Level. Independent statistical evidence 
shows that we ‘add significant value,’ often 1 or 2 grades to those predicted by 
externally administered adaptive testing.

If you want a school that can achieve excellent results but let a young person 
have fun in gaining them; if you want a school that really does know, care 
and respect your child as an individual and not simply a statistic; if you 
want a school that believes you need more than classroom activities to 
stimulate a young mind – then please do come and see us; you will be made 
very welcome.

DAVID BRADBURY 

Headmaster

HEADMASTER’S 
MESSAGE



6

 
YOUR UNIQUE BRAND 
OF SCHOOLING IS 
COMBINED WITH 
FRIENDLY, SUPPORTIVE, 
WISE PASTORAL CARE, 
BOTH DELIVERED WITH A 
LIGHTNESS OF TOUCH AND 
A GENUINE EMPATHY FOR 
THE PROBLEMS FACING 
YOUNGSTERS WHICH I HAVE 
NEVER SEEN BETTERED. 
Parent
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Portland Place develops the skills of enquiry, critical thinking, adaptability and 
resilience that will equip pupils to constantly and effectively learn throughout 
their lives. This builds confidence, and in turn creative thinking which enables 
them to look for solutions which will not only aid them when faced with a 
complex exam question, but but will also allow them to think outside the box; 
a key life skill. 

All of this takes time and means not only allowing, but encouraging pupils to 
try, with guidance, different approaches to learning; allowing pupils to fail 
and revisit their learning and improve. This is what our skilled, exceptional 
teachers do. 

The learning pupils achieve is embedded forever – as is the confidence and 
resilience it builds in their own capacity to learn and adapt that learning. As a 
result, over time, pupils make much better progress in their learning as a whole 
–adding great value to their educational journey. 

MORE THAN AN 
EXAM SCORE… 
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OUR STUDENTS BENEFIT 
FROM VISITS TO ART 
EXHIBITIONS, CLASSICAL 
OR MODERN MUSICAL 
PRODUCTIONS AND THE 
WEALTH OF DRAMA ON 
OFFER IN LONDON’S 
THEATRICAL WEST END. 
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Time is spent outside our classrooms as part of our belief that learning 
happens when knowledge meets the real world. Our Central London setting 
location means that we are no more than a few minutes away from a huge 
range of cultural attractions. Arts and drama are very popular subjects at 
Portland Place, and our students benefit from visits to art exhibitions, classical 
or modern musical productions and the wealth of drama on offer in London’s 
Theatre Land. In fact we regularly use RADA Studios as the venue for our 
performances.

Sports are well featured with after school senior and junior clubs representing 
a wide cross-section of sports. Competitive and friendly matches are regularly 
arranged with schools both locally and nationally. 

A wide range of extra-curricular trips and excursions are also organised 
visiting places throughout the UK, Europe and the rest of the world. 

OUTSIDE THE 
CLASSROOM

EQUIPPING STUDENTS WITH THE RIGHT SKILLS FOR THE 
JOBS OF THE FUTURE

At Portland Place we develop skills of enquiry, problem solving, 
critical thinking, adaptability and resilience that will equip a person to 
constantly and effectively learn throughout their life.  We see these as 
key skills required to prepare pupils to enter a world where they will 
have several careers including some that may not exist yet.
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I ALWAYS FEEL 
COMFORTABLE ASKING A 
TEACHER IF I AM STUCK 
OR NEED HELP WITH A 
QUESTION. 
Student
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The curriculum consists of English, Maths, Science, Drama, Art, History, 
Geography, Music, Citizenship and Sport. A healthy balance in the curriculum 
is reached by having six and a half hours of sports per week, allowing them to 
not only stretch their minds but muscles too. Spanish is taught as an additional 
language. A number of these subjects are taught by specialist teachers, others 
by our dedicated Key Stage 2 team. 

Year 5 and 6 play sport together and have lunch together. This helps create 
a strong school community as pupils make friends in the years above and 
below them. 

There is a range of co-curricular opportunities for Junior children, not to 
mention the Lower School Play and Year 6 pantomimes to get involved with. 
Pantomimes are held in a range of theatres such as the RADA Studios.

JUNIOR SCHOOL

FOSTERING AND DEVELOPING CREATIVITY

We place a high value on the creative arts believing 
that creativity is essential to excel in any walk of life. 
This is not just in the wide range of examined subject 
options available but also in the extra-curricular 
involvement of our pupils in Music, Art and Drama. 
We also work to promote creativity in all our teaching 
and learning, whatever the subject.
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TOWARDS THE END OF 
YEAR 9, PUPILS ARE GUIDED 
IN THEIR CHOICE OF GCSE 
OPTIONS FOR YEARS 10 
AND 11. 
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Pupils in the Senior School enjoy becoming progressively independent and 
gaining privileges as they progress through the school.

As the curriculum widens, pupils enjoy a great variety of compulsory and 
non-compulsory subjects taught by specialist teachers.

KEY STAGE 3

Key Stage 3 comprises of a compulsory 
curriculum. In Years 7, 8 & 9 pupils take 
English, Mathematics, Science, History, 
Geography, Drama, Music, Computing, 
Design Technology and one Modern 
Foreign Language (a choice of Spanish, 
Italian or French). Pupils take part in a 
lesson of Physical Education four days 
per week. In Year 9 pupils will begin the 
GCSE curriculum in the Sciences and 
Mathematics. In the second term of 
Year 9, pupils are guided in their choice 
of GCSE Options for Years 10 and 11 

KEY STAGE 4

Whilst most of the curriculum is 
compulsory (English Literature and 
Language, Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Enrichment), 
pupils can choose four GCSEs from 
a selection of subjects including Art, 
Business Studies, Classical Civilisation, 
Computing, Design Technology, 
Drama, Economics, Geography, History, 
MFL (French, Italian, Spanish), Media 
Studies, Music, Physical Education. 
GCSE examinations are taken at the 
end of Year 11.

SENIOR SCHOOL

REACHING A STUDENT’S MAXIMUM POTENTIAL

We spend time with pupils to get to know them really well, to identify 
strengths and areas for development and to plan work so that each 
individual can continue to excel with their strengths while developing 
other skills.  This is reflected in our Value Added Scores where we are in 
the top 10% of all schools nationally for progress at A-Level.
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THE SIXTH FORM IS LIKE A 
FAMILY... WE LOOK AFTER 
EACH OTHER. 
Student
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Drama and Music are also popular extra-curricular activities and we hold 
numerous concerts and performances throughout the year using professional 
venues, e.g. at the RADA studios. Performing in a professional theatre also 
allows students who do not want to be under the limelight to get involved 
with set design, lighting, costume and make-up and other backstage roles. Our 
extra-curricular activities are designed to enrich pupils’ lives allowing them to 
follow areas of interest that are not a part of the main curriculum on offer. From 
a range of extra-curricular languages, including Mandarin, Arabic and German 
Russian, to the Duke of Edinburgh Award, there is a wide range of activities on 
offer. 

This is supported by excellent pastoral care and thorough guidance on exam 
subject choices, careers and university applications. 

Whether joining us for Year 7 or progressing from our own junior section, 
we aim for a seamless transition from Year 6. We provide a nurturing, stable 
environment with small classes developing strong links with their form tutors 
and subject teachers. This helps pupils to overcome any obstacles at this crucial 
stage, to acclimatise to the senior school and to make new friendships. 

Our small teaching and tutorial groups, no larger than 16, enable all pupils 
to play an active part in their learning. The emphasis on trust and open 
communication creates an atmosphere in which each individual student is 
valued and heard. Teaching at Portland Place is individual and tailored to 
students’ needs. As a result, our students make excellent progress at GCSE and 
A level.

SENIOR SCHOOL
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SIXTH FORM

Our Sixth Form continues with the same core principles of the school, and 
builds on the solid foundations developed in Years 7 – 11. Now though students 
are really focusing their interests to 3 or 4 subjects being studied for A-level 
with the greater expectations of independence in their work and expression this 
demands.

As ever at Portland Place School our students are strongly supported 
throughout by a dedicated Sixth Form team of staff, from their initial option 
choices in Year 11 to the UCAS process as they move on to University. 

We offer over twenty subjects for study at A-level, with a wide range of 
creative arts, media and business, as well as all the academic specialisms you 
would expect. In addition, we offer a very successful programme of study for 
the EPQ.

Our Sixth Form has its unique character but is also still very much part of the 
wider school, being based in our GPS building. Sixth Form students take on a 
variety of mentoring roles with younger pupils being role models and inspiration 
for them.

And, as we have noted elsewhere, the progress students make in our Sixth Form 
is among the very best in the country.
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Continuing on an upward trend since 2014, Portland 
Place School celebrates yet another great year for A 
Level and GCSE results with an overall pass rate of 96% 
at A-level and a high record of 85% of students achieving 
5+A*-C grades at GCSE. 

All of our students secured places at their chosen 
Universities including a good number into Russell 
Group Universities (e.g. King’s College London, Exeter, 
Southampton, Liverpool, York, Warwick) and others into 
highly regarded specialist arts and media courses. 

At GCSE, with all the changes to new grading systems 
and new examinations designed to be more challenging 
than previously, we are very pleased that results not only 
stayed consistent with previous years but improved in a 
number of areas. It is particularly pleasing that students 
have made excellent progress, balancing the demands 
of their academic studies with full participation in our 
outstanding extra-curricular programme of creative arts 
and sports. 

RESULTS

ANALYSIS OF A LEVEL GRADES 2014 TO 2017
Exam Year % A*-A % A*-B % A*-C % A*-D % A*-E
2017 27 56 80 92 96
2016 38 66 89 99 100
2015 19 48 74 89 94
2014 18 48 79 94 99

ANALYSIS OF GCSE GRADES 2014 TO 2017
Exam Year % A*-A % A*-B % A*-C % A*-E
2017 28 50 85 99
2016 26 52 84 98
2015 35 64 85 99
2014 32 56 82 97
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ARTS & MEDIA STUDIES

Bath Spa University

Kingston University 

Regent’s University

University of the Arts

University of Brighton

University of York

HUMANITIES

Bournemouth University

Goldsmiths

King’s College London

Kingston University 

London School of Business

Loughborough

Middlesex University

University of Brighton

University of Buckingham

University of East Anglia

University of Exeter

University of Liverpool

University of Southampton

Warwick University

SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY 
DESTINATIONS 
2017

King’s College London

Queen Mary’s University

University of Liverpool

University of Nottingham



19 Design & Print : blueappleeducation.com

9392/11/2016Design & Print : blueappleeducation.com

10344/11/2017



the Gold Standard in education

56-58 Portland Place, London W1B INJ 

T 020 7307 8700 
F 020 7436 2676

admin@portland-place.co.uk 
portland-place.co.uk


